The lifting of the first haulm of early potatoes is always an enjoyable occasion.

As | mentioned in my previous article the first plant lifted would not produce a bumper crop,
but by the time I lift the last potato in the row the yield will likely be up over 5lbs per plant.

These® Ch a r weeetsdawa 6n 10" March
and lifted on 21t May. You could get an earlier
crop by sowing a variety like* Re c orr d’

“ Wi ndtudn’'you won’'t get

One thing | aim for is to lift the first early
potatoes before | run out of the overwintered
main croppers. And this year | made it.

These * Ch emal lee’sprouting but they are
still perfectly usable. With only 5Ibs left we
shall use these up as mashed potato. Now the
amazing thing about this potato is that it is listed as an early and supposedly only a moderate
keeper. Well | have kept my own seed for nearly five years now and it has stored better than
any of my so called main croppers.

At this time of year it is inevitable that all
stored vegetables are going to run to seed.
Though some of my onions are still perfectly
firm. Those in the picture | used up by
trimming off the shoots which went as an
ingredient into a dish of ratatouille.

The first mini cucumber is almost ready to pick
from the * P a svariety. | must admit that | find
the downside to this variety is that it is very
susceptible to stem rot. So | mostly water around
the base of the bottomless pots and feed into the
top making sure | go nowhere near the main
stem. The upside is that it is a quick producer.
Cucumbers ready to pick in 10 weeks from
sowing the seed.




Jobs to do.
When the Di Monicabr oad beans reached 2° tall, it was ti me

This dissuades the ants from carrying up
black fly to feed on the succulent tips and it
also promotes bean set. So its worth doing. If
you like your broad beans, you just have time
to do another sowing.

On the AIItment

To say things have been a little frantic at the
moment would be something of an
understatement. Late starters have been up
with rotovators and strimmers in a last
attempt to clear the ground and get
something planted. It is very pleasing to be
ahead of the game.

In our area we are generally frost free from

the 13 May. After that date we can safely

plant out the tender crops like this row of

‘ St e warietyrunner beans. These are

being grown by the single cane cordon

method. For no other reason than lack of

space to grow them on an ‘A’
ones at home. These beans are timed to

give me a picking for the Southern Branch

Championships at the end of July.
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Elephant Garlic

The Elephant garlic has thrown up seed heads. |
was almost tempted to removed them from one
row just to see if it would make any difference to

the size of the bul bs. ptation’
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My neighbour Ann is growing some unusual stuff this year. Her daughter in law is from
Thailand and she gave Ann a few packets of seed. So now Ann wants to know, how does one
cook with bamboo leaves.

| &

Show Perfection Peas.

The powers that be in the Hants D.A have g _
asked me to give a talk on pea growing following their AGM in December. L|ttIe do they know
that | am just about the worse pea grower in existence. | having never succeeded in getting a
dish onto the show bench. So in yet another attempt to do so | sourced some top seed from a
recogni sed pea growing champion, ‘Bob Brown
possibly fail. The seed were sown 82 days from the show date. A trench was dug out and

back filled with rotted manure mixed with the top soil. Fertiliser was added, Vitax Q4 and a

good sprinkle of Nutrimate.

The peas are being grown up 8’ tall bamboo
little rings to hold the stalks to the canes. As the pea grows all side shoot and tendrils will be
removed. An update on the pea progress in the next thrilling article.

Free Seed

When | opened the spring
edition of Simply Vegetables
a packet of Solito radish seed
dropped out. Well it would
have been churlish not to
sow a few and there was
always the chance they might
turn out be a show winner.

canes.



On the packet it claimed that this variety would be ready for harvest three weeks from sowing.
These have had four weeks from sowing and | think they still need another week.

Indeterminate Tomatoes.

Indeterminate tomatoes are the type we grow
up canes and must have their sides hoots
removed as they grow. A side shoot grows
between a leaf and the main stem. The tomato
truss will grow directly from the main stem.

Most of the cherry types are called determinate
and do not require pinching out.
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This time of year | take loads of tomato
cuttings using those side shoots. They will
replace the early tomatoes once their job is
done.

Once the plants set their 2™ truss of
tomatoes remove all the bottom foliage up
to the first truss. This lets light and air to
the fruits. Improves ripening and cuts down
on disease by improved ventilation.

On the allotment | have been busy planting

out all manner of brassicas. Intercropping plays a large part of my allotment cultivation. | shall
cover those items in a little more depth in the June article. Plus a look at the sweet corn,
shallots and onions.

John Trim



