Well autumn has definitely arrived. My leaf cage on the allotment is starting to earn its keep.
The bonus is that many of the leaves come from Chestnut trees bordering our garden.

An autumn
windfall.
Perfect
roasted over
an open fire.

Along with

the falling

leaves has

come the

rain. On our
allotments
6which are
often

waterl ogged®o
digging will

be difficult

from now on.

Those of us who have completed the task, can now look a little smug.

Of course one way to compensate for a predominately wet soil is to use deep beds. | made

my first one some years ago using scaffold boards. This enabled me to get on the beds

because it improved drainage by raisi bgadsny soi l | ev
have a tendency to rot and need to be replaced every few years, unless you take precautions

to preserve them. Apparently tanilised boards can last up to 15 years, if you can afford them.

Raised beds can be made using a variety of materials. Probably the best way is to use
something that will not rot or impart any nasty substances to the soil. Breeze blocks are very
good in this —

respect.

It is often said that
the ideal width for
deep beds
This allows you to
reach the middle of
the bed from either
side. My beds are
now made up using
old railway
sleepers. | doubt if
they will rot away in
my lifetime.

The autumn

harvest is now well under way. Some crops | need to lift to plant out the over wintering ones.

The root crops like carrots and beetroot store very well if layered in sand. | use plastic boxes

for this job. A layer of course sand is placed in the bottom, then in go the carrots making sure

they do not touch one another. Then another layer of sand and carrots until you fill the box.

This is best done in the stoylegwt armave 6dAbbdbotx. @f s a
e 3 Somewhere dry and cool is perfect.

The O0Apol |l o Teonldiebr shtaesm Br oc
headed up nicely. My neighbour Annie cuts a

few for dinner. With the head removed they

will continue to throw florets on the side

shoots. ONice watch Annied.



With my wife Sally giving up her allotment | have had to relocate some of our Boking 14

Comfrey to my allotment. In fact | only duin fted one
These will soon establish and provide me with leaves for my potash feed. The dustbins at the

top of the photo were filled with Comfrey leaves § ? ]

and topped up with water. The mixture will
percolate through the winter and will be a perfect
feed for the tomatoes and peppers next year.

Taking advantage of a break in the weather it was
time to plant out the onion sets. As | mentioned in
the last articlet hese are O0Troyo
6Red Winterd for the recd
of the bottom of the plugs so | expect them to get
away quickly once in the ground.

Give the trays a light watering just to reduce the
risk of breaking the roots when pushing the onions
out of the plugs.

The ground was prepared with a good dusting of Dolomite Lime, plus 40z of Vitax Q4 per
square yard Th|s was then turned in with my cultivator.

Planting out onion sets is one of those
delightful autumn jobs. Once the fertiliser is
incorporated into the soil | rake it level, dibber
shallow holes for the sets and space each
oni on 60 apart.

Placing a scaffold board between the rows
gives me a good straight line to follow. Of
course a ; :
piece of
string
attached to
a couple of
pegs will
achieve the
same
result.

Each row
is a minimum of one foot apart. Always leave enough
space for the crops to develop and room to hoe. And
dondét forget oniontsscao Hawnm
deep.

The soil is quite moist so the sets will not need to be
watered in.



So much is happening in the harvest at this time of year. This is my favourite apple

0 As hme ad 06 s russet with &anhtastjc flamour amd good keeplng qualltles | store mine
outside using these black
stacking boxes. They love
the cold and rain. | do have
an apple rack in the garage
but this method keeps the
fruit better. Just watch out
for the slugs.

The courgettes contmue to crop weII and will do so up to the first frost. Remove the flower

§ from the developing fruit, it only
traps water and allows botrytis
to get a hold which rots the fruit
from the growing tip.

The O6Aquadulce Claudiad broad beans have germinated
allotment greenhouse. Space in my heated house will be at a premium come November.

The O06Pabl obd beetroot growing in the deep bed in the

moment. One more feed of Epsom sal ts wthe | not go an
' ‘ 5 Wy 7/ ground beetroot will tick along quite

nicely, even surviving the odd frost.

Their worst enemy will be slugs

and snails.

You can of course lift and store
using the sand layering method.




The all otment cold greenhouse. Jehalisrinthaycar. 6 Cedr i cob
These are grown in bottomless tomato pots. This allows the roots to get into the rich soll

below. This really suits toms grown by the grafting
method.

Be careful not to overwater in these low light
conditions.

To speed the ripening process, | take a few toms
home every few days and place them on the window
sill in the kitchen.

Looking back over the year there were some very
good new introductions | tried and intend to grow
again. The T o adeekcellenbflveur.lltisn &
of a medium size with glossy red skins.

The courgette 6Sylvanad dj
favourite is still 6édTosca

The outstanding |l ettuce hg@a
Brown. | am still picking leaves from this cut and
come again variety and it has stood for almost 4
months.

Top pea has t oainlylecadsE it seemsr
impervious to powdery mildew.

Mind you 6Kelvdon Wonderé is stildl my pea of <choice

| dare say quite a few gardeners are alreadypour i ng over the seed catal ogue
some of the reliable old favourites. O6Boltardy Beet
O0Asnt erdam For ci ng 6 asaGapengollihated wagety.rCheamtal buy.

My last job of the month will be potting up the
mini leeks from this head into plugs. That will
take an hour or two.

The O6Hawksbury Wonderé dwarf French
beans are doing well. Hopefully they will
not be too early for Christmas.

Now donét overl ook the sal ad p!
making monthly sowings of cut and come again
varieties. Here we have O0OBorde
They are not too fussy with regard to compost,

| use the recycled stuff that grew my exhibition

potatoes. Just liven it up with a sprinkle of base

fertiliser. Growmore, or fish, blood & bone will

do the job nicely.

Until next month, happy gardening.

John Trim



