
 

I have had my allotment on West Street, Hythe for over 20 years but these two old stalwarts, 
Colin on the left and Bert on the right were there years before I appeared. These are the sort 
of chaps who are always ready with advice 
to help the newbieôs. 

Pea Rosakrone 

I have been asked by Hants D.A to give a 
talk on peas next year. So to make it as 
interesting as possible I am growing all 
manner of peas culinary and for show to 
illustrate just what a versatile vegetable the 
pea can be. But first we need to get a head 
start on the mice, which is why I have raised 
these plants in a seed tray before planting 
out. Now to apply the slug pellets. 

 

This variety is a bi coloured with a red and 
white flower, available from the Real Seed 
Catalogue. I can vouch for their viability as 
they had a 100% germination rate. 

Frost Protection 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A frost warning a couple of days ago sent me 
scurrying for the netting. The priority was the two 
rows of exhibition potatoes.  Ideally I should have 
left an air gap between the netting and the crop. In 
places where the net touched the foliage I had a 
few scorched leaves.  



Brython Gwylfa Stenner 

Many years ago way back in the 1970s, Brython started to create his own strain of runner 
bean by a process of reselection from the variety óEnormaô. He was incredibly fussy and 
painstaking in his quest for the perfect 
runner bean. He was even very particular 
about which way a bean should be planted.  

Look at the photo. On top of the bean to the 
right you will see a dimple, thatôs where the 
root will emerge. Brython would sow all his 
beans 1ò deep, with the dimple facing down. 

Most top exhibitors now grow the óStennerô 
strain, itôs always a winner on the show 
bench. 

óStennerô also has the advantage of being a 
reliable cropper and very tasty, so it is equally 
as good on the kitchen table as it is on the 
show bench. 

With a little over 12 weeks left to my first serious show of the year, the NVS Southern Branch 
Championships held at the New Forest Show, it was time to make a sowing of runner beans. 

With the warmer weather it wonôt be too long before these will be poking through the 
compost. About 7 to 10 days. 

In March I made an early sowing, these will 
be primarily grown for seed.  

I grow these at home, well away from the 
allotment where they could cross with another 
strain of runner bean.  

As the beans were set away early and raised in the polytunnel they should be in flower before 
any other beans in our area. Which should insure that the strain stays true to type. 

As we move into May the frosts will soon be a thing of the past, ówell certainly In our areaô, so 
its time to get some of those hardier plants into the ground. 

When I was running fruit and vegetable growing courses, I was always banging on about 
continuation of sowing. Little and often is what I recommended. So to the best of my ability 
thatôs what I try to do. 

 



A few weeks ago I finished cropping the side 
shoots from the calabrese grown in the 
allotment cold greenhouse.  

Now I am eagerly awaiting the first heads to 
form on these óMarathonô calabrese growing 
in the polytunnel. 

And to prove what I preach here is the next 
batch of calabrese, this time to ring the 
changes itôs the variety óSampsonô. 

The ground had been dug over and 
cultivated with my Honda Mantis to a fine 
tilth. Then I added 4oz of Vitax Q4 and 2oz 
of Perlka to a square yard and raked it in. 

That was done several weeks ago. The Perlka will deal with any clubroot in the soil. 
Apparently it is claimed to wipe out the disease if applied over three consecutive years. 

I know it certainly worked on my Brussels sprouts last year. So this year I am using for all my 
brassicas. 

Plant out 18ò apart. Donôt forget that 
brassicas are big feeders, they need a bit of 
space. I have set out 6 plants. And in about 
a month or so I shall complete the row with 
another 6. I have left a depression that will 
guide the rainwater towards the plants. Next 
job is to ward off the white fly, so its time to 
bring on the French Marigolds. Plant these 
between the calabrese. 

An old organic method of warding off 
unwanted whitefly. 



 

Sprinkle a few slug pellets along the row and 
cover with a net for a few weeks.  

And here is the next lot of calabrese coming 
along óMarathonô this time.  

Sowing little and often is all about getting 
organised. Make forward notes in your diary 
as a reminder.  

The courgette trial is taking over the 
greenhouse. Thankfully most of these will be 
sold off next week at our plant sale. 

During the week I had a couple call round 
to pick up some tomatoes from me. 
Although they were in there 50s and had 
been gardening for some years they were 
still unsure of what should be removed from 
an indeterminate type of tomato. This is the 
type of tomato that is grown as a cordon up 
strings or canes. It sets its fruit trusses 
direct from the main stem. The side shoots 
form between the main stem and a leaf 
stalk, óSee the photoô those are the bits that 
are pinched out.  

I will be back mid May when I shall be 
planting out the courgettes. 

John Trim 


